
Prayer Guide: 
Regions & Peoples  

Of Oman



Quick Facts 

Capital: Muscat 

 

Population: 4.6 million (2.5 million Omanis, 2.1 million expatriates) 

 

Indigenous Languages/Ethnic Groups: Omani Arabic; Baluch; Zadjali, Baharinah, Farsi, Lawati, 

Zanzibari/Swahili, Kumzari, Shehi, Harsusi, Jebali, Mahri, Bathari, Hobyot 

Religion: Ibadhi Islam, Sunni Islam, Shi’a Islam. Expatriates are permitted to practice their own 

faith, but forbidden to proselytize.  

Government: Sultanate/Absolute Monarchy. Ruled by the Al Bu Saidi family since 1744. Elected 

assembly which advises the Sultan, but without power to effect law or political change. There are 

no political parties and no freedom of speech or the press.

Day 1: Overview of Oman

Oman is the easternmost part of the 

Arab world, at the mouth of the Persian 

Gulf and at the crossroads of South 

Asia, Persia, the Middle East, and East 

Africa. 

Isolated from the rest of Arabia by the 

Empty Quarter desert and the Hajar 

Mountains, most of Oman has 

traditionally looked outward towards 

the sea. Omanis have been sailors and 

traders for thousands of years, and as 

such tend to have a cosmopolitan, 

tolerant mindset while at the same time 

retaining their conservative religion.  

Omani culture and society is not 

homogenous; rather it is a beautiful 

patchwork of Asian, Persian, African, 

and Arabian influences.

•Pray to the Lord of the Harvest to send more laborers to this nation. Pray for 
Kingdom workers to be given access to live there and to boldly share Light and 
Truth. 

•Pray for open doors for the Gospel into this beautifully unique nation. Pray for 
open hearts and minds of local Omanis, as well as for the resident expatriates 
from all over the world. Pray for multiplying movements of disciples and churches! 



Day 2: The Sultan

•Pray that God would open the heart of  the Sultan to hear and respond to the 
Gospel message. — Acts 16:14	

•Pray that the Sultan know that his office was granted to him by God. — Daniel 
2:19-22	

•Pray that the Sultan to accept wise counsel. — Proverbs 11:14; 15:22	
•Pray that the Sultan would learn to trust in You. — Psalm 21:7	
•Pray that God would protect  the Sultan from the influence of the evil one. — 2 

Thessalonians 3:3	

Remembering Sultan Qaboos, and Blessing Sultan Haitham  

January commemorates the passing of Sultan Qaboos (d. January 10, 2020, reigned for 50 

years), and the accession of the Sultan 

Haitham. 

 

Both Sultan Qaboos (pictured right) and 

Sultan Haitham (left) are family members of 

the Al Busaidi dynasty, which has ruled Oman 

(or portions of it) since 1749.   

Sultan Qaboos (ruling from 1970-2020) 

catapulted Oman into the modern age with 

its oil wealth and fathered the nation like his 

own child. Loyalty and affection towards 

Qaboos was—and still is—high. Haitham, Sultan Qaboos's cousin, was his chosen successor, as 

Qaboos had no heir. Sultan Haitham has pledged to continue forward in the spirit of Qaboos, 

while at the same time has been making some significant political and economic reforms. 

Sultan Haitham (b. in 1954) is married to Ahad 

(pictured left), and they have two sons, Theyazin 

(the Crown Prince and  Minister of Culture, 

Sports and Youth) and Bilarab (an architect), 

and two daughters, Thuraya and Omaima.  

Haitham went to university at Oxford, and has 

been described as 'outward-looking and 

Western-oriented.' His government experience is 

wide, from heading the Oman Football 

Association, to serving in the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, to being Minister  of Heritage and 

Culture, to chairing the 'Oman 2040' 

economic development committee.



Day 3: Musandam Region

•There has been little to none on-the-ground Gospel witness in this area. Pray for job 
opportunities for believers to relocate here and become established, and be bold 
witnesses. 

•Pray for online media outreach to penetrate the remote mountain and sea villages 
of this region. Pray specifically for outreach to the Shehi and Kumzari peoples, in 
ways they can best understand. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Musandam 49,062

Bukha 4,466

Dibba Al-Baya 10,416

Khasab 29,688

Madha 4,492

Fertile Ground 

Musandam (ُمــــــــــَسـنْـَدم) is the northernmost region in Oman, an enclave (2, actually) separated from 

the rest of the country by the UAE. It sits strategically at the Strait of Hormuz, a mere 21 miles from 

Iran.  

Called  the  'Norway of Arabia'  because of its dramatic fjords, the region is geographically 

isolated by rugged mountains, and its inhabitants have traditionally been hostile to 

outsiders. Although growing in tourism, it is still one of the most remote and isolated places in the 

country. This region is also home to two unique ethnic groups, the Kumzari and the Shehi. 

The capital, Khasab (خــــــــــــــــــصـب) was built by the Portuguese in the 1600s as a supply point for their 

ships sailing through the Strait. Khasab means 'fertile' in Arabic, probably referring to the fruitful 

mountain terraces that have been farmed for generations. May this land and the people's hearts 

be fertile ground for the sowing of the Gospel!   

“The seed that fell on good soil represents 

those who truly hear and understand 

God's word and produce a harvest of 

thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as 

much as had been planted!” 

Matthew 13:23

https://goo.gl/maps/N7d2fGncW24D9WQAA
https://goo.gl/maps/sZQJ4mbJGAt6AMWv6
https://goo.gl/maps/Z8c5GKUeufp765nY8
https://goo.gl/maps/UMaKJ56isQbVcojE6
https://goo.gl/maps/Ab95BKJycRoZptnf8


Day 4: Northern Ethnic Groups, Part 1

God, we pray for the Shehi and Kumzari peoples in Musandam, that they would: 

• Come and Worship You. Psalm 86:9 – “All the nations (ethne) You have made will 
come and worship before You, O Lord; they will bring glory to Your name. 

• See Your Glory. Isaiah 66:18  – “And I, because of their actions and their 
imaginations, am about to come and gather all nations (ethne) and tongues, and 
they will come and see My glory.” 

Ethnolinguistic Diversity in Musandam  

While Oman is commonly known as an Arab nation whose inhabitants speak Arabic, there is 

actually a rich ethnolinguistic diversity. Many of the 

non-Arab ethnic groups in Oman immigrated from 

regions previous under control of the ancient Omani 

empire.  This included  areas of the Iranian and 

Pakistani coastlands, as well as East Africa. 

Centuries of trade with India also opened up 

immigration for various groups. There are two ethnic 

groups unique to Musandam—  

The Kumzar: The Kumzari people are at the tip of 

the Musandam peninsula, accessible only by boat 

and closed to visitors. They speak a hybrid of more 

than 45 languages, including Arabic, Farsi, Urdu, 

English, and Portuguese.  It is thought that 

shipwrecked sailors over the centuries contributed to 

the linguistic melting pot, but now the language 

is  on  the verge  of extinction. There are 

approximately 4500 speakers of Kumzari today.	

The Shihuh: The Shehi/Shihuh people of Musandam 

are believed by some to be the original inhabitants of 

Oman, who were driven north to their current area by 

Arab Bedouin tribes coming from the south. They speak 

a dialect of Arabic that by some accounts is 

"unintelligible" to outsiders. They are also known for 

their unique architectural structures, such as houses 

built into mountain caves, and 'bait al qifl'  (lock 

house), bunker-like storage rooms for securing their 

valuables during seasonal migrations to the coast. They 

use the jeriz axe instead of the khanjar, which also can 

double as a walking stick in the rugged mountain 

terrain that they call home.	

https://www.roughguides.com/oman/musandam/khors-kumzar/#kumzar
https://www.middleeasteye.net/features/last-stand-hybrid-language-omans-seafaring-past
https://www.roughguides.com/oman/musandam/#the-shehi
https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-ancient-traditions/are-reclusive-shihuh-people-musandam-original-arabians-004399
https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-ancient-traditions/are-reclusive-shihuh-people-musandam-original-arabians-004399


Day 5: Al-Batinah North Region

•Although there has been a steady amount of Harvest Laborers in Sohar over the 
years, there seems to be a lot turnover. Pray for longevity, established relationships 
and increased opportunities to share. 

•There are a handful of local believers in this region. Pray for their protection, 
maturity, unity, boldness, and multiplication.  

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Al-Batinah North 784,681

Al-Khaboura 78,775

As-Suwaiq 184,561

Liwa 55,698

Saham 150,057

Shinas 82,741

Sohar 232,849

Re-Digging Ancient Wells 

Previously one region, the Al Batinah was divided into North and South in 2011. The name of this 

region comes from the Arabic root, بــــــــــــــــــطـن, which refers to the interior, inside, internal, stomach. It 

also can mean hidden—the opposite of ظهــــر/Adh-Dhahira (revealed, manifest) region on the other 

side of the Hajar mountains. It is a fertile zone between the mountains and the sea, dotted with 

date plantations and fishing villages.  

The capital of this region is Sohar, which once was the ancient capital of Oman and a thriving 

producer of copper for thousands of years. Sohar currently is a leading industrial and commercial 

center in the nation with a major port. Sohar also was the site of the manifestation of the 2011 

Arab Spring in Oman. It is rumored that the Apostle Thomas stopped here along his travels to 

India, and there once was a thriving church in Sohar, large and important enough to send its 

bishop to the Nicaean Council in 325 AD.  

We want what is hidden to become 

manifest in this region!   And we want to 

see Him raise up His Body here once 

again, as in the ancient days! May the 

wells of the ancient church here, long 

stopped up, be dug up and flow once 

again!

https://goo.gl/maps/P3SBjibpkTxnad8f8
https://goo.gl/maps/Jw4ZQYsaapjpobqu5
https://goo.gl/maps/mRbKXQz9qr8PFys78
https://goo.gl/maps/zWL7a3bXpGHDozJ47
https://goo.gl/maps/WxybBRN3sRWjNBYXA
https://goo.gl/maps/4DLMGZVuj4ALuiwc9
https://goo.gl/maps/ijDaRbgNmyuVUzMM6


Day 6: Northern Ethnic Groups, Part 2

God, we pray for the Baluchi, Zadjali and Swahili-speaking peoples in Oman, that 
they would: 
• Hear the Gospel clearly in their Heart Language.  Matthew 24:14  – “And this 

gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.”	

• Become Disciples and Obedient Followers. Matthew 28:19 – “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations (ethne), baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Ethnolinguistic Diversity Along the Northern Coasts  

The Baluch originally come from the coastal regions around the Iran/Pakistan border including 

the area of Gwadar, which belonged to Oman until 

1958. They make up an estimated 15-30% of 

Omani citizens. They are Sunni, and have their own 

language (with an estimated 220,000 speakers in 

Oman). They originally served in the armed forces, 

and continue to have a heavy presence in the 

military and the police. 

The Zadjali: Although often grouped together with 

the Baluch, this small community from Iran/Pakistan 

border area has its own distinct language. The 

language is a mixture of Balochi, Sindi and Persian. 

Estimated number of speakers range from a few 

hundred, to 5% of Muttrah, Muscat (where they are 

primarily located). 

African/Swahili/Zanzibari: There is a long relationship 

between East Africa and Oman, dating back to 700 

AD when Omani rulers fled Ummayad attacks and 

found refuge in Africa.  At various times in history 

Oman has ruled over large swathes of coastal East 

Africa, even establishing Zanzibar as its imperial capital 

in the early 1800s. Swahili speakers may be of 'pure' 

Arab ethnicity, or mixed Arab-African. Many Swahili 

speakers immigrated from Zanzibar to Oman when 

Zanzibar gained independence in 1964. These Swahili 

speakers were more cosmopolitan in outlook 

and often fluent in English, thus securing high-ranking 

jobs in the oil industry and government, but also 

experiencing prejudice because of skin color or lack 

of Arabic proficiency. There are an estimated 55,000 

Swahili speakers in Oman.	

https://omniglot.com/writing/baluchi.php
http://ijllnet.com/journals/Vol_4_No_3_September_2017/6.pdf


Day 7: Al-Buraimi Region

•There has been a steady stream of Harvest Laborers in this area because of a 
language school. However, there have been changes in the past couple of years, 
and there aren’t as many on-site as before. Ask for more people to again come 
and live in this region. 

•Pray for the many, many Gospel seeds sown over the years. Pray that they would 
be watered and bear fruit. There are few, if any, known believers here. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Al Buraimi 121,802

Al-Buraimi 110,171

As-Sunaynah 1,471

Mahdah 10,160

Springs in the Desert 

Al Buraimi region is located on the border of Oman and the UAE, and the regional capital, Al 

Buraimi, sits across from its sister city, Al Ain. These twin cities are situated on an oasis, and were 

once an ancient caravan stop for weary travelers crossing the harsh desert. This area was 

historically know as 'Tawam' (تَـــَوام), or 'Twins', referring to the twin 'aflaj' irrigation channels that feed 

off of  the oasis. Al Buraimi is also known for its unique fort architecture, as well as its  slave 

market, which only closed in 1970. It was also the site of an international dispute in the 1950s as 

several nations vied for control of the strategic piece of land. 

 

Some of the underground springs in the area have run dry, but recently one of them miraculously 

started flowing again, to the utter amazement and delight of the local community.  Let us cry out 

for the abundant flow of the true Living Water in this place! 

“The Lord will guide you continually, 

giving you water when you are dry  

and restoring your strength. 

You will be like a well-watered garden,  

like an ever-flowing spring.” 

  Isaiah 58:11    

https://goo.gl/maps/CByosxL4R114yA5d7
https://goo.gl/maps/xeXtJCs5oyRhz9sCA
https://goo.gl/maps/Wi2zhrBk4DGEWXHo7
https://goo.gl/maps/YUoe46FwNwukZhGu5


Day 8: The Bedouin

Please join us in praying for the Bedouin in Oman:	
•For the Lord to send His rain to soften the dry ground of people’s hearts	
•That God would send dreams and visions and that people will start to talk about 

their experiences of dreams	
•That seeds that have been sown through intercession, proclamation, and acts of 

love would bear fruit	
•For people to be filled with courage to question the lies they’ve been taught	
•For strength, endurance, and constant filling of the Holy Spirit for the workers 

ministering to Bedouins 

There is also a 40-Day Prayer Guide for the Bedouin.	

The Heart and Soul of Arab Oman 

The Romanticized Ideal: The Bedouin—nomadic tribes following the grazing of their animals—

were the original inhabitants of the Arabian desert. They have eked out their survival for centuries 

in some of the harshest conditions on earth, and are known as fiercely independent, generous 

and hospitable, noble and brave. Their language, culture, arts, handicrafts, honor code, religion, 

and social structures have permeated the Arab world. Even as the majority are now "settled" or 

"sedentary", their influence is preserved and celebrated through heritage foundations and tourism. 

Camel-riders crossing the barren desert, coffee being served in a tent, or poetry sung over a 

campfire are all quintessential Arab Bedouin images. 

 

In Oman, the Bedouin have traditionally lived in the interior deserts, while some have been 

mountain nomads. They would have periodic contact with towns for trade. Some Bedouin tribes 

prospered when oil was discovered on their land, others have been sustained by cultural tourism, 

while some remain in poverty. 

Today, the Bedouin lifestyle is under 

threat from various sources. Some 

are choosing to leave to find 

educa t i ona l and e conom i c 

opportunities in the cities. Some are 

forced to relocate to relocate to 

government housing  because of 

highway construction or land 

development (oil and other natural 

resources). But like the saying goes, 

you can take the Bedouin out of the 

desert, but you can't take the desert 

out of the Bedouin. Their culture 

lives on in the heart  and soul of 

Oman. 

https://www.cryoutnow.org/ministry-updates/week-of-prayer-the-bedouin
http://www.apinfo.eu/Bedouin%20Prayer%20Guide.pdf


Day 9: Adh-Dhahirah Region

•There has been little on-the-ground Gospel witness in this area. Pray for more 
believers to relocate here and become established, and be bold witnesses. 

•Pray for online media outreach to penetrate the remote mountain villages and 
desert camps of this region. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Ad-Dhahirah 213,043

Dhank 23,436

Ibri 163,179

Yanqul 26,428

Awaiting His Appearing 
  
The name of this region comes from the Arabic root, ظـهــــــــــــــــــر, which has multiple meanings.  One is 

the back of body (as opposed to the neighboring region Al Batinah, related to the root word for 

stomach). It also means to appear, to show, to manifest, to become visible. We want Jesus to be 

seen clearly for who He is in this region—that He may be made visible, manifest, and apparent 

here!  

The capital of this region is Ibri, which is from the Arabic root عبر, meaning 'to cross' or 'crossing', 

and was the site of ancient caravan crossroads. Nearby there is a UNESCO world heritage site of 

3000-year-old tombs, remnants of a once-thriving civilization. 

May the people of this region receive the 

invitation of Jeremiah 6:16—  

'This is what the Lord says: 

“Stop at the crossroads and look around. 

Ask for the old, godly way, and walk in it. 

Travel its path,  

and you will find rest for your souls.”' 

https://goo.gl/maps/8Bg1k2cbTyP6Qa2d8
https://goo.gl/maps/vty9osPJ2YfvF7kcA
https://goo.gl/maps/xsTp2AGau5TEGsSN7
https://goo.gl/maps/U9K8vovrdRXn6ikz6


Day 10: Tribes

•We know the there will be a great multitude that no one can count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne of God and in 
front of the Lamb. May the tribes of Oman cry out, “Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

•Pray that every person, tribe, nation, people and language will acknowledge 
that He is God of the nations and His Son, Jesus Christ, is the liberator for all 
people. Thank You God, the tribes of Oman will one day bow to You! 

The Incubator of Omani Society and Government 

Beyond one’s family relationships and obligations, an Omani’s tribal affiliation is also a crucial 

part of who they are. In the past, a person’s tribe was the primary source of cultural, societal, and 

political identity; in modern Oman starting with Sultan Qaboos, tribes now primarily have a socio-

cultural purpose. Much of ‘traditional culture’ is actually tribal culture (dance, song, poetry) and 

tribal affiliation still can affect marriage choices and even football club allegiance! However, local 

tribal governing power and rule of law has been largely absorbed into the modern Omani state 

government and constitution. 

 

It has been said that the nation of Oman was born of the tribe, and cradled by the tribe. Indeed, 

Oman has been governed  by  sultanic dynasties which are actually tribal dynasties, and the 

current dynasty is the rule of the Al Bu Sa'idi tribe. One of the first tasks of Sultan Qaboos as a 

new Sultan in 1970 was to receive allegiance to his rule by the various tribal leaders. The current 

geography of Oman reflects this, as the tribes of Musandam and the Madha enclave chose to be 

loyal to the Sultan, even though they are situated in the UAE. Even Sultan Haitham, coming to 

power in 2020, made it a point to travel to various cities and confirm his leadership amongst the 

tribes, especially in Dhofar. 

According to some Western 

sources, there are a limited 

number of tribes in Oman, 

around 50 or so. But according 

to various Arabic sources, there 

are more than 200. The true 

number seems to be unknown. 

*** 
“You are worthy to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, because you 

were slain, and with your blood 

you purchased for God persons 

from every tribe and language and 

people and nation.” (Rev. 5:9)



Day 11: Al-Batinah South Region

•This area is currently without any Gospel witness on location, although there 
previously has been. Please pray for new Harvest Laborers to relocate here. 

•Pray that seeds planted in the past would be watered and bear fruit. Pray 
especially for media outreach efforts in this area. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Al-Batinah South 465,550

Al-Awabi 18,802

Al-Musannah 99,008

Rustaq 117,899

Barka 181,630

Nakhal 28,037

Wadi al-Maawil 20,174

Gateway in the Middle  
  
It has been said that the Hajar Mountains are Oman's backbone, the Batinah is like its stomach, 

and Adh-Dhahirah is like its back. Al Batinah South is a significant gateway from the Muscat area 

into the Interior, and also into the fertile Batinah Coast.   

The capital of Al Batinah South is Rustaq, which also once was the capital of Oman and seat of 

the Imamate in the 1600s. It houses an imposing fort (recently restored) with a falaj (canal) system 

running through it, as well as a historic neighborhood that is now a museum. This area is also 

known for its helwa (Omani sweets) production and the finest honey, as well as breath-taking 

scenery and therapeutic hot springs. The coastal area is heavily populated, and the city of Barka 

was the site of the 1747 overthrow of Persian rule and establishment of the Al Bu Said dynasty 

(who still rule to this day). May this gateway area be opened up, that the King of Glory may come 

in! 

“Lift up your heads, you gates; 

    be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory? 

    The Lord Almighty— 

    He is the King of glory.” 

   Psalm 24:9-10

https://goo.gl/maps/Ptxhuu8tEdHPvtHS6
https://goo.gl/maps/5DRQs5e58zSSVvEc9
https://goo.gl/maps/pBMCWFv7Vdrk5SWD7
https://goo.gl/maps/1h5jr759ukXRyjPu8
https://goo.gl/maps/YpyowajHrerZSHeb8
https://goo.gl/maps/PCSiLU2KzGGSwzYV6
https://goo.gl/maps/RzERku1F7mRpiNyh6


Day 12: Northern Ethnic Groups, Part 3

God, we pray for the Baharinah, ‘Ajami and Lawatiyah peoples in Oman, that they 
would: 
• Be Marked by Worship and Intercession. Mark 11:17  – “And as He taught 

them, He said, ‘Is it not written: “My house will be called a house of prayer 
for all nations (ethne)"? …'” (Isaiah 56:7)	

• Repent and Be Forgiven.  Luke 24:47 – “..and repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to  all nations (ethne), beginning at 
Jerusalem.” 	

• Be Filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:17a – “‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will 
pour out my Spirit on all people.'”	

Shi’ite Peoples on the Northern Coasts  

The Baharinah: These are Arab Shi'a (pictured here) related to those in Bahrain and Eastern 

Arabia, with their own variety of Arabic distinct from 

Khaleeji, and interspersed  with Persian, Hindi, 

Turkish, and English loan words. Although probably 

not more than a few hundred people in Oman, they 

are nevertheless quite prominent, with several 

members in government and the Diwan of the Royal 

Court.	

The Farsi/'Ajami:  Persians have a long history of 

living in Oman, as this area has been under Persian 

rule at different times in history. Primarily traders and 

craftsmen, in recent centuries the Persians were 

known as weavers and coppersmiths. 'Al 'Ajam' 

means 'non-Arab', and was primarily used to refer to 

Shi'a Persians in Oman.  The Ajami language is a 

dialect of Persian; however it is unclear if it is spoken in Oman or not.	

The Lawatiyah (pictured left) are the largest Shi'ite 

group in Oman, practicing Twelver/Jaafari Shi'ism, 

although there are some Isma'ili roots in the 

community as well. They are also known as 'Khojas' 

or 'Hyderabadis', and came from India around 

300-400 years ago. Estimates place their numbers 

between 20,000-30,000. They thrived in 

commerce, and have held significant positions in 

government. They traditionally have lived in 

Muttrah, in a closed enclave on the Corniche, but 

there are also small communities along the Batinah 

Coast.  They speak a language related to Sindhi, 

with approximately 5,000-10,000 speakers.	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrani_Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achomi_language
https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/oman/articles/whats-so-secret-about-omans-forbidden-city-sur-al-lawatia/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luwati_language


Inside Oman's Interior 
  
Ad-Dakhiliyah (الـــــــــــداخـــــــــــلية), or 'the interior', lays in the inside of the Hajar mountains, geographically 

isolated  from the coastal regions. For centuries it was ruled by Ibadhi imams as a distinct 

government from the Sultan in Muscat, and only became part of the Sultanate in 1959. It is the 

heart of conservative religion and culture, and home to majestic mountains, green date palm 

oases, and historic forts.  

Nizwa is the region's ancient capital and cradle of conservatism, and Bahla is another significant 

city known for its occult power and practices. Bahla's fort is a UNESCO World Heritage site, and 

Nizwa's fort is the most-visited tourist site in the nation. The Daris Falaj (irrigation canal) system is 

the water of life in the region, and likewise a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

This region is the cultural and spiritual heart of the nation. As it goes here, it goes with the rest of 

the nation. Pray for breakthrough in this strategic region! 

Day 13: Ad-Dakhiliyah Region

•There has been much Gospel witness in this area over the years, but there currently is 
very little Christian presence now. Please pray for more Harvest Laborers to come into 
this region once again. 

•There is a sense “hiddenness" in this region—villages tucked high away in mountains, 
walled fortresses, geographic isolation, occult darkness. Pray for His light and His love 
to pierce the darkness and pursue the lost. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Ad-Dakhiliyah 478,501

Adam 28,163

Al-Hamra 28,228

Bahla 88,286

Bidbid 37,434

Izki 58,905

Manah 25,320

Nizwa 131,763

Samail 80,402

Jebel Akhdar*
*new wilayat, 

2022

https://goo.gl/maps/57guFSg6rBvsCbb37
https://goo.gl/maps/jC9Ww63samHP5hnJ6
https://goo.gl/maps/6yaaMH1Bn67wVnaJ6
https://goo.gl/maps/UHEmj9aZ8DpK4hzo8
https://goo.gl/maps/StSziKV5aWfkUcoQA
https://goo.gl/maps/gH1FHf81tDDwmY57A
https://goo.gl/maps/tHoNp6HReUa9RJKm6
https://goo.gl/maps/zMQUdskXjrQprqxT7
https://goo.gl/maps/s4uHktzYCKEkCqvu5
https://goo.gl/maps/VC9NJBj4o5SidGor7


Day 14: Religious Leaders
The Unique Prominence of Ibadhi Islam  

Oman is unique in the Muslim world, in that it is neither predominantly Sunni nor Shi’a. Rather, its 

principal form of Islam is the Ibadhi sect—the only country like this in the world. Small pockets of 

Ibadhism can also be found in North Africa 

and Zanzibar, but only in Oman is it the 

d o m i n a n t f a i t h . I b a d h i s c o m p r i s e 

approximately .1% of all Muslims, and more 

than 75% of the world's Ibadis are Omani.  

 

Official records of religious affiliation are not 

kept by the Omani government, and the 

statistics range widely. Some sources say that 

the Omanis (not including expat residents) are 

4 5 % I b a d h i , 4 5 % S u n n i , a n d 5 % 

Shi’ite. Other sources say that Ibadhis make 

up nearly 75% of the population. However, regardless of numbers, Ibadhi Islam is clearly the 

predominant branch, both in cultural influence and official authority. The current ruling dynasty of 

Oman is Ibadhi, and for centuries  Oman was an Ibadhi Imamate (governed by the Ibadhi 

religious leader). And indeed, the ‘personality’ of Oman as a nation is clearly shaped by Ibadi 

thought and practice.  
Sheikh Ahmed bin Hamad Al Khalili (pictured 

above leading prayer for government leaders) 

has been the Grand Mufti of Oman since 1975. 

He is the highest religious authority in the nation 

and has significant influence. He is a strong 

advocate of religious tolerance, both within 

Islam, and with other faiths. Pray for Al Khalili to 

know Truth, and to continue to foster an 

atmosphere of peace. Pray also for his eventual 

successor.	

• There is much scholarly 'inter-faith dialogue' being facilitated in Oman, between Muslims 

and Christians. Pray for many seeds to be planted, and for many Muslims to come to 

know the Truth through such exchanges.	

• Ibadhism in Oman has shaped its relationship with neighboring Muslim nations (both 

Sunni and Shi'a), and gives it a special role as intermediary and peacemaker. Pray for 

Oman's role as mediator in regional disputes, especially between KSA and Iran, and their 

proxies. 

• Like all Muslims, Ibadhis reject the Trinity, the divine nature of Jesus, His atonement, and 

salvation by grace. Pray for supernatural revelation to hearts and minds of these key 

Biblical truths. Pray for many to ask questions, to seek and to find, and to come into the 

Kingdom of God. Pray especially for religious leaders to come to faith.	



Day 15: Muscat Region

•This region has a long history of Gospel Witness, some 100 years, with the first 
mission hospitals, and later schools. There continues to a good number of Harvest 
Laborers in this area. Pray for their protection and empowerment. 

•There are growing numbers of local believers in this region. Pray for their protection, 
maturity, boldness, unity, and multiplication.  

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Muscat 1,302,440

Al-Amarat 121,103

Seeb 478,517

Bawshar 382,184

Muscat 31,317

Muttrah 230,881

Qurayyat 58,438

Anchor of Hope 

Muscat (مــــــــــــــــــســـقـــط)  is the capital of Oman, and the governmental, economic, social, and artistic 

center of the Sultanate. It is the largest metropolitan area in the nation, and people from all 

across the country move there for work.  

Muscat has been an important port and trading center for centuries, and has been ruled at 

different points by Persia, Portugal, and the Ottoman Empire. It became Oman’s capital in 1793, 

and for a time was the seat of a naval empire that stretched from South Asia to East Africa. It 

came under British protection in the 1900s, but was reestablished in its own right as an influential 

capital under the rule of Sultan Qaboos (1970-2020).  

The meaning of the name 'Muscat' is disputed, but one interpretation is that it means 'anchor', 

related to the Arabic root 'to fall', or 'falling-place.'  May many in this region discover the hope of 

Christ, the true anchor for their souls! 

“We have this certain hope like a strong, 

unbreakable anchor holding our souls to God 

himself. Our anchor of hope is fastened to the 

mercy seat in the heavenly realm beyond the 

sacred threshold, and where Jesus, our 

forerunner, has gone in before us.” 

Hebrews 6:19-20 

https://goo.gl/maps/e5BhvFVQ95QmNT8V8
https://goo.gl/maps/gh7YCzXHGKQCLSRW7
https://goo.gl/maps/JbqKYrYPjkr1Nji48
https://goo.gl/maps/w2LwhJ3ZjqTkdBo57
https://goo.gl/maps/8e7ymk3ebrP21kzp8
https://goo.gl/maps/KtjhiFghgSksxtNp9
https://goo.gl/maps/91pQmSaWvaqKh7vb9


Day 16: The Government

•Pray for Oman's government leaders to walk in humility and integrity.  
•Pray that they put the needs of others before themselves and be true servant leaders.  
•Pray that they be modest and not self-promoting. May they be honest, morally 

upright, and have strong principles in line with God’s standard of righteousness.  
•Pray that they would not accept bribes or work for their own ends, but work for the 

benefit of the people.	
•Pray that they would have grace and courage to make sound decisions that align 

with God’s will for this nation. 

The Sultan’s Cabinet and Parliament 

The Sultan is Oman's absolute  Head of State and Head of Government.  However, he 
delegates some of his power to a Cabinet of government ministers and other top officials, and is also 
advised by a Parliament to help him rule over the nation.  

The Cabinet 
The Sultan's Cabinet, or Council of Ministers, 
consists of members appointed by him to oversee 
various national departments and divisions.  In 
August 2020, Sultan Haitham reshuffled the 
cabinet, consolidating and reforming several of 
the ministries. Many of the ministers are part of the 
royal family, including the Sultan's oldest son and 
heir to the throne, Theyazin. A complete list of 
appointments (including other government offices) 
can be found here.  

Parliament 
Oman's Parliament, or the Council of Oman, 
assists the government in policy-making, but does 
not have power to independently legislate. It meets 
at the request of the Sultan and discusses issues he 
raises. Any decisions about recommendations are 
made by a majority vote. The 'upper' chamber of 
Parliament is the State Council, (مجـلس الـدولـة الـعمانـي) 
which is comprised of 83 leaders appointed by the 
Sultan, who serve for 4-year terms. 

Members of the State Council are primarily former government officers, prominent experts in various 
fields, and other dignitaries. There are 15 women in the Council. A complete list of members can be 
found here. 
 
The 'lower' chamber is the Consultative Council or Majlis A'Shura (مجـــــــــــــــــلس الـــــــــــــــــشورى) created in 1991, 

made up of democratically elected representatives from the 59 wilayats (districts) across the country. 
Wilayats with a population greater than 30,000 can send 2 representatives to the Council. Because 
there are no political parties allowed in Oman, these elections are non-partisan and any citizen of 
good standing can run for office. These representatives also serve for 4-year terms. A complete list of 
representatives can be found here. 

https://www.omanobserver.om/article/11305/Main/his-majesty-appoints-new-ministers
https://www.statecouncil.om/Member/Members
https://www.shura.om/Member/Members


Day 17: Ash-Sharqiyah North Region

•There is at last a Gospel Witness in residence in this region! Pray for others to join. 
Pray for jobs, visas, and open doors for those considering this area. 

•There are a few known local believers originally from this area, but now living 
elsewhere. Pray that they would have courage to share with their families and 
communities. Pray for these cities and town to open up to the Gospel. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Ash-Sharqiyah 
North

271,822

Al-Mudhaibi 114,806

Al-Qabil 24,824

Bidiyah 42,530

Dima 
Wattayeen

26,493

Ibra 50,189

Wadi Bani 
Khalid

12,980

Sinaw *new wilayat 2022

A Hidden Gem 

Ash-Sharqiyah is in the northeast corner of the country, and is the gateway between the rugged 

interior and the eastern coastal plains. There are many ancient ruins in the area that tell of its 

historical significance, such as the remains of a copper mine dating to 3200 BC, evidence of 

past wealth in the mud-brick village of Al Munisifeh, and the "Qiblatain" mosque dating from the 

time of Mohammed with two qiblas, one pointing towards Jerusalem and the other added later, 

pointing towards Mecca.  

The regional capital, Ibra was once a prosperous trading post, and still boasts a vibrant suuq, 

with  a women's market on Wednesdays. The city is also  known for its equestrian skills and 

shows. The Arabic root of Ibra can be  translated "remission of debt”; may this city and region 

come to know the true canceling of their spiritual debt in Christ Jesus!  

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  Acts 2:38 

https://goo.gl/maps/ZDb3Yom3oCxW7qeV9
https://goo.gl/maps/MvSp1Mds8LeGqF6LA
https://goo.gl/maps/KPaAQfg6JepKnXA6A
https://goo.gl/maps/vapDLdhP2mrGkyaa9
https://goo.gl/maps/wNF66FtNZGWxm5zu9
https://goo.gl/maps/JYPZxFXJtJQrJQR37
https://goo.gl/maps/fMEbaQWqyXhxEQYe8
https://goo.gl/maps/2q2fCteqmPucz2WT8


Day 18: The Family

•The challenges facing the Omani family today include rising divorce rates, 
increasing youth restlessness, and distance from religion and traditions. Pray for the 
healing of marriages, and the preservation of families. 

•Omani men often feel shame due to lack of work or low wages. Pray  for the 
restoration of their honor, as husbands and fathers. 

•Pray for Omani mothers to have God’s heart for their children, and to love and 
respect their husbands.  

•Pray for Omani children and young adults to know their identity as God’s creation, 
and to have a sense of purpose for their lives.   

The Bedrock of Omani Society 

The family is central and is the crux of traditional organization in Oman. Traditionally, the Omani 

family has been a patriarchal institution, and the father has been tasked with the discipline of the 

children. The extended family is called upon with any problem issues that need to be 

resolved. The traditional Omani family has offered peace and security, as a stable family unit is 

highly valued by Islam/Omani Muslims. It has been the source of encouraging unselfish behavior, 

generosity, respect, and love. That said, the Omani family, like all other family institutions around 

the world, is undergoing dramatic changes due to globalization, IT, social media, etc. 

Some observers believe that the patriarchal family, which has been the cornerstone of the Arab-

Islamic society, is undergoing a crisis. This is due in large part to open doors for multitudes of 

women to enter the work force, and appears to be revolutionizing the traditional understanding of 

family roles. 

Today’s Omani women enjoy better 

education and good health services 

that give them the option to delay 

marriage &  childbearing.  

Contraception is giving women 

growing control in this arena.  This 

reduces the fertility rate and family 

size. Mothers working outside the 

home also greatly change the 

traditional family dynamic and roles. 

Many young Omani men are also delaying marriage, because of high unemployment rates and high 

costs of dowries and traditional weddings. High dowries have also led to an increase in marrying 

foreigners. Divorce rates have also been increasing, nearly doubling in 2020 due to the pandemic. 



Day 19: Ash-Sharqiyah South Region

•Praise God, several Kingdom Laborers have moved into this region recently. Pray 
for their protection and establishment, and many open doors to share. 

•There has been some history of witness in this area, with a mission hospital in the 
1960s and 70s. But there are few, if any, known believers here. Pray for seekers to 
be hungry and thirsty for Truth. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Ash-Sharqiyah 
South

315,445

Al-Kamil w'al-
Wafi

38,456

Jalan Bani Bu 
Ali

107,637

Jalan Bani Bu 
Hassan

44,503

Masirah 13,874

Sur 110,975

From the Rising of the Sun… 

Ash-Sharqiyah South region was formed in 2011, when Ash-Sharqiyah was divided into North 

and South. It is in the northeast corner of the country, and the easternmost point of the entire Arab 

word. Besides beautiful coastlines, this region is also home to Sharqiyah Sands 

The regional capital, Sur, was once a major center for maritime international trade with East Africa 

and South Asia. The beaches in this region are famous for their beauty and wildlife—the nesting 

sea turtles, majestic humpback whales, white-sand beaches, and good surfing. Besides beautiful 

coastlines, this region is also home to Sharqiyah Sands, which are famous for desert camping and 

dune-bashing. 

This is the land of the rising sun; Ash-Sharqiyah means 'eastern' in Arabic, and the Arabic word for 

sunrise comes from the same root.  

Let's declare His praise over this land!  
Let the name of the Lord be praised,  

both now and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to the place 

where it sets,  

the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 Psalm 113:2-3

https://goo.gl/maps/uzKmQ4Z1sACceeku7
https://goo.gl/maps/ZmgEwnZTdQgLUpNdA
https://goo.gl/maps/dhNUfL8Z7wHD6etw8
https://goo.gl/maps/fq7AGkDBTf3u7r6J6
https://goo.gl/maps/1T8x1NqPvwYiz7qw8
https://goo.gl/maps/pD684oW9oRfxxNCA7


Day 20: Students and Educators

•Pray for more Omanis to want to and to become equipped to become teachers. For 
teachers’ courage and patience and hope in dealing with large numbers of often-
unruly students. For the believing expat teachers in the system to be salty salt and 
bright light as long as they can remain. 

•Pray for protection for the vulnerable populations. Pray especially for more resources 
and qualified teachers for special needs education. 

•Pray that there would be eternal fruit from amongst the thousands of students who 
have studied under believers in every kind of school in the country. 

•That the educational system and training programs will prepare Omanis well for 
future employment.  

•Pray for all of the Omani college students abroad—that they would hear and see the 
Good News in God’s people and come home burning to talk about it. 

Pathway to the Future 

Education in Oman prior to the days of Sultan Qaboos bin Said was primarily Qu’ran schools 
throughout the country. In 1896, a group of believers founded a school in Muscat for freed slave 
boys, which was also attended by a few members of the royal family and later developed into a well-
respected private school. 
 
As of 1970, there were three formal schools in the country, enrolling approximately 900 students. 
Within five years, the nation under Sultan Qaboos had enrolled nearly 56,000 students in 207 
schools. In the 1970s, it was normal for kids to stop schooling around fourth grade, especially girls. 
But as of 2017, over half a million students were studying in Oman’s K-12 schools, and education is 
now compulsory. Qaboos also implemented widespread programs to address adult illiteracy. The 
efforts paid off, and as of 2018, the adult literacy rate was as high as 96%. 

 

Education is valued in Oman, probably 
because it was so difficult to access 
before the 70s and 80s. Many children 
start school at age three or four in 
private pre-schools around the country. 
They enter government schools at age 
six and continue until age 17 or 18. 

Women especially have seized the 
opportunity to attend college or 
university, often turning down marriage 
proposals until they can graduate and 
find jobs.  

Men are also pursuing higher education, though some in recent years, discouraged by poor employment 
prospects for college grads and wanting a jump start on saving for their “mahars” (“bride prices”), have 
opted to enter the work force rather than complete college. The majority of students studying abroad are 
male, for the cultural reason that some girls and their families are not comfortable with travel abroad. But 
the significant majority of students in the college and university system in Oman are female. 



Day 21: Al-Wusta Region

•There has been very limited Gospel witness in this area. Pray for open doors for 
jobs and visas for believers to be able to live in this area. 

•Pray for focused outreach to the Harsusi people. Pray for translation projects and 
cultural understanding, to be able to preset the Message clearly and 
understandably. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Al Wusta 52,344

Ad-Duqm 19,221

Al-Jazer 5,645

Haima 10,093

Mahout 17,385

Desolate Beauty 
  

Al Wusta region sits in the middle of the country, between Dhofar to the south and Adh-Dhahira, 

Ad-Dakhliya, and Ash-Sharqiya to the north. Al Wusta (الــــــــــــــــــوســــــــــــــــــطـى) means "central" in Arabic. The 

regional capital is Haima, situated along the main highway running north to south. This area is 

sparsely populated, but contains Oman's oil and gas reserves and a new industrial port at Duqm. 

It is also home to the nomadic Harasi people, with their own distinct language (Harsusi). 

There are over 130 different species of birds, including migratory birds from as far away as 

Europe. The Barr Al Hikman peninsula is especially known for visiting flocks of flamingos. Further 

inland, the Arabian Oryx Sanctuary was established to protect this native breed of antelope that 

lives in the desert areas of the Arabian Peninsula. Other animals that can be found at the 

sanctuary include Nubian ibex, Arabian wolves and Arabian gazelle. Truly, there is life is this 

seemingly desolate wasteland— may this be true spiritually as well! 

“Behold, I am doing a new thing;  

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness  

and rivers in the desert. 

The wild beasts will honor Me,  

the jackals and the ostriches,  

for I give water in the wilderness,  

rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to My chosen people.” 

Isaiah 43:19-20

https://goo.gl/maps/35XYppLMXNKVozn57
https://goo.gl/maps/mJeKH7duHTG1EVt27
https://goo.gl/maps/qQmkgnUJHoVe2MG37
https://goo.gl/maps/oai3YHKjP3ZPMBTr8
https://goo.gl/maps/oai3YHKjP3ZPMBTr8


Day 22: Southern Ethnic Groups, Part 1

God, we pray for the Harasi and Jibbali/Shahri peoples in Southern Oman, that they 
would: 
• Come and Worship You.  Psalm 86:9  – “All the nations (ethne)  you have made will 

come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to Your name.”	
• See Your Glory. Isaiah 66:18 – “And I, because of their actions and their imaginations, 

am about to come and gather all nations (ethne) and tongues, and they will come and 
see my glory.”	

• Hear the Gospel clearly in their Heart Language. Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of 
the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.”	

Ethnolinguistic Diversity in the Deserts and Mountains  

There are 6 Modern South Arabian languages, 5 of which are spoken in Central and Southern 

Oman. Like Arabic and other Semitic languages such as Hebrew, 

these languages are based around 3-letter-root words. However, 

they often incorporate other sounds not found in Arabic, and are 

not written down.	Most of these languages are endangered, and 

some are on the verge of extinction.	

The Harasi  are an isolated, nomadic tribe in Jeddet-al-Harasis, 

the central gravel desert of Al Wasta Governate. They eke out a 

living as camel and goat herders in an extremely harsh 

environment. Today many have found employment with the oil 

companies, or are involved with preservation efforts of the 

oryx. They number about 5000, although speakers of Harsusi are 

less, between 1000-3000. Here is a short video of the Harsusi 

language, mixed with Arabic. 	

 
The Jibbali/Shahri: The Jibbali or Shahri people 

inhabit the mountains of Dhofar and number 

approximately 50,000. 'Jibbali' is the Arabic 

descriptor of the people ('of the mountain'), while 

'Shahri' has the same meaning ('of the mountain'), 

in their own language. Samples of the Shahri 

language can be found here. Also know as the Al 

Qara tribes, these peoples are traditionally 

nomadic herders of cattle and camels, seasonally 

migrating between the plains and the mountains. 

Some sources delineate the Al-Shahra tribes as a 

subset of the Jibbali, and perhaps were the original 

inhabitants of the mountains before the Al-Qara 

tribes immigrated from Yemen 500-700 years ago.	

http://www.nomadsinoman.com
https://vimeo.com/49967608
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shehri_language
https://al-fanarmedia.org/2019/02/ancient-cousins-of-arabic-survive-in-oman-but-for-how-long-2/


Day 23: Dhofar Region

•Although there has been a steady amount of Harvest Laborers in Salalah over the 
years, there seems to be a lot turnover. Pray for longevity, established relationships 
and opportunities to share deeply. 

•Pray for online media outreach to penetrate the mountains and deserts of this 
region. Pray specifically for outreach to the Jibbali, Mahra, Hobyot, and Bathari 
peoples, in ways they can best understand. 

Region/Districts 

(with Maps links)
Population (2020)

Dhofar 416,458

Al-Mazyunah 8,399

Dhalkut 3,179

Mirbat 16,364

Muqshin 627

Rakhyut 4,985

Sadah 6,016

Salalah 331,949
Shalim and the Hallaniyat 

Islands 6,339

Taqah 21,487

Thumrait 17,113

Rains of Refreshing 

Dhofar is the southernmost region in Oman, bordering Yemen. The name Dhofar (ظــــــــــــــــــفــار) comes 

from the Arabic root meaning nail or claw, but also victory and success. The capital, Salalah, is 

Oman's 2nd largest city, and traditionally had been the home of the Sultan until modern days.  

Dhofar is also home to the frankincense tree, whose sap is harvested and dried into crystals to be 

burned as incense. It was once under the biblical Kingdom of Sheba, part of the ancient, lucrative 

Frankincense Trail. The region is geographically isolated from the rest of Oman, and has at times 

tried to gain its independence. It also is home to various languages and people groups, including 

Jebali (mountain people), Mahri, Bathari, Harsusi, and Hobyot.  

The region is blessed by cooling summer rains ('khareef') and hundreds of thousands of tourists 

descend on the area to find relief from the searing Gulf heat. Let’s pray that the people of this 

region experience true refreshing in Christ!  "And now you must repent and turn back to God so 

that your sins will be removed, and so that times of refreshing will stream from the Lord's 

presence.” Acts 3:19 

https://goo.gl/maps/4v3crnWWDQxRT2dL9
https://goo.gl/maps/NQjweydLapFT5Ze28
https://goo.gl/maps/LGDBuLuNEAhtLGfi6
https://goo.gl/maps/nYwpzYrjeffhGNp17
https://goo.gl/maps/LHGrds62dxDVgLoq6
https://goo.gl/maps/td21r5Ps3z38i6yq9
https://goo.gl/maps/zV3b7LhFxaqRecxc7
https://goo.gl/maps/ab6eAwsJPz9AovkL6
https://goo.gl/maps/mH8vizPF6TV37swJ8
https://goo.gl/maps/gRkHEHUkK71duW7p7
https://goo.gl/maps/TcFnPoobwLXWRmGu9


Day 24: Southern Ethnic Groups, Part 2

God, we pray for the Mahra, Hobyot and Batahira peoples in Southern Oman, 
that they would: 
• Be Marked by Worship and Intercession. Mark 11:17  – “And as He taught 

them, He said, ‘Is it not written: “My house will be called a house of prayer 
for all nations (ethne)"? …'” (Isaiah 56:7)	

• Repent and Be Forgiven.  Luke 24:47 – “..and repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations (ethne), beginning at Jerusalem.” 	

• Be Filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:17a – “‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will 
pour out my Spirit on all people.'” 

Ethnolinguistic Diversity in the Deserts and Mountains  

The Mahra (pictured right) are found in both Yemen and Oman, and have a long history in the 

region, including their own Sultanate. There are 

approximately 95,000 Mahra in Oman. They 

are nomadic  camel herders in the desert north of the 

Dhofar mountains, and famous throughout the Arab 

world for their prized camels. Mehri  is the most widely 

spoken of the South Arabian  languages. You can find 

a prayer guide for the Mahra people here. 

The Hobyot  are people straddling the mountainous 

border of Oman and Yemen. Estimates range on their 

population, somewhere between a couple hundred and 

a thousand.  Their language is also closely related to 

Mahri, but distinct. They are pastoral and semi-nomadic.  
 

The Batahira  (pictured left) are a small tribal 

group of about 200, with less than 20 

remaining speakers of Bathari. Their language 

is also closely related to Mahri. They are found 

in a rugged coastal area about 300 km west of 

Salalah, and traditionally were fisherman, 

especially known for catching shark and turtles. 

They were the lowest of status in the 

traditional  Dhofari tribal structure, with very 

harsh living conditions. Since 1970, they have 

rapidly integrated into Omani society and 

become more 'Arabized'.	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahra_Sultanate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mehri_language
https://www.pray-ap.info/downloads/MahraEnglish.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoby%C3%B3t_language
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-00907743/document
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/race-is-on-to-preserve-an-omani-language-spoken-by-17-people-1.957065
https://www.lfsag.unito.it/ark/bathari/gasparini_tesi.pdf


Day 25: Prepare the Way!

• Pray for Oman to be changed because of this Year of Prayer. 
• Pray for a smooth road of access to the Gospel in this nation. 
• Pray for the stumbling blocks of lies and enemy strongholds to be removed. 
• Pray for the raising up of righteousness and justice in all spheres of society. 
• Pray for the Glory of the Lord to be manifest here, and for everyone to see it together!

Making His Way Ready  

Thank you for praying with us as we journeyed through the places and peoples of Oman. Our 

vision for this Year of Prayer was inspired by Isaiah 40:3-5—   

A messenger is calling out,  

“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord. 

Make a straight road through it for our God. 

Every valley will be filled in. Every mountain and hill will be made level. 

The rough ground will be smoothed out. The rocky places will be made flat. 

Then the glory of the Lord will appear. And everyone will see it together. 

The Lord has spoken.” 

 

We love this unique, beautiful nation, and want to see the rule and reign of King Jesus come in 

fullness in this land. We are not satisfied that only a few dozen Omanis follow the King—we want 

to see hundreds and thousands worshiping Him. We believe that God’s glory will be manifest in 

this land, and EVERYONE will see it! And so we do our part to ‘roll out the red carpet’ and 

prepare the way for the King to come. We do this by extravagant prayer, worship, and fasting on 

behalf of this beloved nation. Thank you for your contribution! 

	

Illustration of a vision given in prayer of God’s light shining down on Oman, preparing the way for Jesus to enter.
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